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A Message from our Principal: 
 

Welcome Terrier Families to the 2014-2015 school year!  
 

The 2014-15 school year has officially begun. I hope each of you had an 

enjoyable summer and are ready for another exciting year here at Port 

Charlotte Middle. We have had a very successful start to the new school 

year; the faculty and staff are busy teaching and our students are busy 

learning. We are proud to announce that the interscholastic middle school 

sports program has returned. Boys and girls basketball will begin in Sep-

tember with the first game scheduled for September 25, 2014. Be sure to 

check out our web page for more information concerning the middle 

school sports program.  
 

Our goal in all aspects of our curriculum remains to develop classrooms that promote and sup-

port individual learning. Continuous improvement in all areas of student learning has been and 

will continue to be our focus for instruction. We are committed to providing students with the 

skills necessary for success as they leave middle school and enter high school.                               

Port Charlotte Middle School teachers and staff are excited about being back in the classrooms 

doing what they do best; TEACH!  
 

I would like to extend an invitation to our Port Charlotte parents to join our School Parent 

Teacher Organization (PTO) as well as our School Advisory Council (SAC).  

As always, Port Charlotte Middle School Students are motivated, prepared, considerate and 

ready to learn.  
 

Sincerely, 

Maria Gifford/Principal  

Title I  
Family Center 

 

Grand Opening 

Oct. 2, 2014     

8:00-9:30am in D2 

Every Thursday 

same time,  

same place! 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ Diane LaNovara, 
Achievement and Family Associate  
(941) 255 -7460 ext. 273                                                     
bƻǘŜΥ !ƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ a¦{¢ ōŜ ǇǊŜπ

ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ  

Port Charlotte Middle Schoolôs students of the month are chosen based on qualities that go along 
with Terrier Pride Mantra of being Prepared, Considerate, Motivated, Safe.  Students exhibits good 
character, leadership, and citizenship. The student 
of the month must be a diligent student, completing 
his/her assignments on time, showing strong effort to 
learn the subjects. The student of the month demon-
strates excellent behav- ior inside and outside the 
classroom, is well man- nered, and respectful to both 
peers and teachers.  Lastly, the student of the 
month shows exemplar character through his/her 
compassion, honesty, trustworthiness, responsibil-
ity, optimism, and loyal- ty in creating a positive 
school environment.  Our website is updated regu-
larly with names and pictures. 

Port Charlotte Middle School  www.PortCharlotteMiddleSchool.net 

tƻǊǘ /ƘŀǊƭƻǧŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
ноллл aƛŘǿŀȅ .ƭǾŘΦ 
tƻǊǘ /ƘŀǊƭƻǧŜΣ C[ оофрн 
фпм-нрр-тпсл  
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Curriculum News 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ άƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳέ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƛŜ ƻǊ ōŀǊ ƎǊŀǇƘ ǘƻ 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬƴŘƛƴƎǎΦ 

MATHéis everywhere! 

8th Grades Science News 
In 8th Grade science we've been working 
hard on science fair. Topics have been 
selected, and we've done our research. 
The fun part is starting, which is actually 

conducting our experiments (at home). 
 
In class we are starting the topic of Matter, learning all about 
properties and changes of matter, both physical and chemical. 
This leads us to doing some actual chemical reactions in the 
classroom. Fascinating stuff or maybe I should say Fascinating 

matter! 

 

7th grade Life Science News 
7th graders have completed Unit 1, The Nature of Science.  We 
are moving into Unit 2, Cells.  Students will compare and con-
trast plant and animal cells, learn the cell organelles and their 
functions, the processes that occur in cells and important ele-
ments and compounds that make up the cells.  Our lab times 
will be spent observing plant and animal cells under a micro-
scope.  Activities involved may be creating models of cells, 
thinking maps, foldable and working on Apps on the iPads.   
 
Within this Unit are many new words your child needs to learn. 
You can help your child by practicing their vocabulary words and 
their meanings. Also, make sure they are prepared for class with 
planner, homework and supplies.  A check of the planner each 
evening makes a world of difference  

 

6th grade Science 
There are many exciting things happening in the sixth grade 
science classrooms. The teachers are very enthusiastic about 
teaching this group of young people. We will begin the year 
learning about the nature of science, focusing on the scientific 
method. Students will first learn what constitutes scientific 
knowledge and what makes-up a good scientific investigation. 
Each section builds upon the other until the big picture is finally 
arrived at, the scientific method. Sixth grade students will learn 
how scientists organize, analyze, and present data. Graphing 
results will be introduced using results from various laboratories 
the students conduct. Graphing is an important method a scien-
tist uses to clearly present his/her results. The focus now be-
comes using the scientific method in conducting experiments. It 
is imperative the student learns the scientific method as they will 
use it the rest of their lives. Teaching young scientists to think 
like scientists is both challenging and exciting. In upcoming 
months students will be beginning to learn about our universe 
and what lies in wait for us in Space! 
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Curriculum News 

Language Arts Department is 
moving quickly on our Read-
ing Skills Informational. 
The importance of a rich and 
varied vocabulary cannot be 
overstated. Students with 
poor vocabularies are at risk 
for reading failure. Here at 
Port Charlotte Middle, our 
students learn new words and 
then practice their meanings by matching the word with the 
appropriate definition, sentence, and picture. Using spaced-
interval-training techniques, students repeatedly review words 
over a period of weeks and months.   

Mrs. Richmond's language arts classes are writing argumenta-
tive essays, understanding and compare/contrasting character 
traits, and learning to use Elements of Story: Exposition, Rising 
Action, Climax, Falling Action, and Resolution.  They just com-
pleted their first iReady test.  

Technology has become an essential part of education 

here at Port Charlotte Middle School. To be able to live, 

learn, and work successfully in our information -rich 

society, students must be able to utilize technology ef-

fectively. Many studentsô lives today are filled with tech-

nology that gives them unlimited access to information 

and resources, enabling them to pursue their interests 

in their own way and at their own pace. The opportuni-

ties are limitless, borderless, and instantaneous. 

MULTI-MEDIA Class  

Media Center 

PARENT CORNER: Parentôs support for teachers sets a GOOD EXAMPLE. When parents and 

teachers work together, students reap the benefits. Here are some tips for working with your childôs teachers: 

Be polite: Expect that your childôs teachers know what they are doing and can help your child. Your good attitude may 

rub off on your child.  

Get involved : Build relationship with educators by participating in school activities. Learn about why the school works 

the way it does. 

Be patient : If your child doesnôt like a teacher, donôt request a change too quickly. Your child may still be learning in a 

class, even if they donôt care for a teacherôs personality  

Donõt compete: Some parents feel jealous when kids strongly admire teachers. This is normal. But donôt let it hurt 

your support for the teachers.  

Work as a TEAM!  Teachers are your partners in education! Talk about how you can work together to help your child.  

¢ƘŜ t/a{ aǳƭǝƳŜŘƛŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ōǳǎȅ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ ŀƴ Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
ό![{ύ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ¢ǿƛǎǘΦ  /ƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘǊƻǇ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳŎƪŜǘǎ ƻŦ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ aǊǎΦ 
DƛũƻǊŘΣ aǊΦ {ƘŀŦŜǊΣ aǊΦ [Ŝ/ƭŀƛǊΣ ƻǊ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ WƻƴŜǎΦ  ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ 
Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳŎƪŜǘ ōȅ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
о ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛŎŜ ōǳŎƪŜǘ ŘǳƳǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ-
ǿƛŘŜ ǇŜǇ Ǌŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ   hŎǘƻōŜǊ фΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳπ
ŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ t/a{ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ 
WƻƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  

¢ƘŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ hǳǘ-ƻŦ-ŬŜƭŘκbƻǘ IƛƎƘƭȅ vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘΥ .ƭŀƛƴŜΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ-9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ 9{h[Σ .ǳŘŀƛΣ wƻōȅƴ-9{9Σ /ƭŀǊƪΣ WŜǊǊȅ-DƛƊŜŘΣ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ .ǊƻƻƪŜ-DƛƊŜŘΣ 9ōŜǊƘŀǊŘǘΣ .ǊŀƴŘƛ-9{9Σ 9{h[Σ YƭŜƳƛǎƘΣ 
5ŀǿƴ-wŜŀŘƛƴƎκwŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ YǳƴŘŜǊΣ aŀǧ-DƛƊŜŘΣ aŀǎƘōǳǊƴΣ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ-9{h[Σ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ wŜŀŘƛƴƎκ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ aŎDƛƭƭΣ /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ-9{9Σ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΣ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ-9{h[ 
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Get with the Program  

   
.ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƊŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦǊƻƳ  

пΥлл ǘƻ рΥолΣ aƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƘǊǳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΦ DŀƳŜǎ ŀǊŜΥ 
фκнр Ϫ tDa{ ŀǘ сΥлл 
млκн Ϫ [!! ŀǘ сΥлл 

млκмс IƻƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ tDa{ ŀǘ рΥлл 
млκно IƻƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ [!! ŀǘ рΥлл 

млκол Ϫ aa{ ŀǘ рΥлл 
/ƻŀŎƘ ¸ƛƴƎƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [!5¸ ¢9wwL9w{ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳΦ  
/ƻŀŎƘ YǳƴŘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛŜǊǎ ƳŀƭŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳΦ  

The PCMS Drama department is pleased to announce 

its Fall 2014 production of ñCrumpled Classics.ò We 

are finished with casting the show and are excited to 

have such a 

great group of 

6th, 7th and 8th 

grade students 

to be working 

with. Students 

current- ly re-

hearse 3 mornings 

a week to prepare for the production. All rehearsal 

schedules can be viewed on Mrs. Linneweberôs 

webpage ï drama folder.  

5ƻƴ .ŀƭƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ 
 tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ тǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ƭƻǿ Ŏƻǎǘ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ {t!/9{ !w9 [LaL¢95 
ŬǊǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ CŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ϸмн ǇŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎΣ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊƻŘǎΣ ǊŜŜƭǎΣ 

ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ōŀƎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ ǎƘƛǊǘΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ 
¢ƘŜ 5ƻƴ .ŀƭƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭϥǎ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƴǳŀƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ϦƘƻǿΣ 
ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜϦ ƻŦ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ /ƘŀǊπ
ƭƻǧŜ IŀǊōƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ 

 

BOYS  AND  GIRLS  CLUB  

PLACE: PORT CHARLOTTE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MULTIPURPOSE ROOM 

WHEN: MONDAY THRU FRIDAY  
7:00AMð9:20AM 4:00PMð6:00PM 

 

b9² twhDw!aΥ Wymanôs Teen Outreach ProgramÈ 
(TOPÈ) is an evidence-based best practice program spe-
cifically designed for teens in 6th to 12th grade. Guided by 
an engaging and relevant nine-month curriculum, TOPÈ 
reduces the risk of problem behavior while promoting 
healthy choices and empowering teens to lead successful 
lives and build strong communities. This cost-effective 
approach is grounded in contemporary research and na-

tionally recognized as a program that delivers real results. 

Environmental Club meets 
Wednesdays at 8:00 am to 
9:05 am in Room E-3 with 
Mrs. Varner. The purpose 
of this club is to encourage 
and collect the recycling of 
the PCMS and make stu-
dents aware of their impact 
on the environment today 
and the future. 

Mission: We inspire girls to be 

joyful, healthy and confident using a 

fun, experience-based curriculum 

which creatively integrates running.  

Today's middle-school girls face many 
challenges and obstacles that can affect 
their emotional and physical well-being. 
The Girls on Track curriculum is designed 
to address these challenges by empower-

ing them to make thoughtful and healthy decisions. Like Girls on the 
Run, the Girls on Track curriculum is delivered over the course of 10 to 
12 weeks and addresses the societal, mental and emotional challeng-
es particular to their age. 

 

 "Girls on the Run could make any girl fearless, because when 
you're surrounded by people you trust, respect and care for, noth-
ing can hold you back from being the most beautiful person you 

have grown to be." �² Josie, Grade 6 
 

Like the Girls on the Run curricula, we begin by encouraging the girls 
to examine and better understand who they are and what's important 
to them. Once they have a deeper awareness of their individual val-
ues, we look at the role of teams and healthy relationships. Lastly, the 

girls explore how they can positively connect with and shape the world. 

Port Charlotte Middle School Activities  www.PortCharlotteMiddleSchool.net 


